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Part 1:  Item No. 

 

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR, PLACE 

 

TO 

LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

ON 27TH JANUARY 2022  

 

TITLE: Salford Crescent - Funding to support Crescent Active Travel Infrastructure 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

It is recommended that the Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable Development: 

 
1. Notes Transport for Greater Manchester’s allocation to Salford City Council of 

£180,766 funding secured from The Department for Transport’s (DfT’s) Capability 

Fund. The funding will be used to develop active travel infrastructure proposals for the 

Frederick Road corridor.  

2. Provides delegated authority to the Strategic Director Place, City Solicitor and Chief 

Finance Officer to negotiate and finalise the detailed financial, commercial and 

contractual arrangements in respect of the proposed grant to the Council. 

3. Approves the Council entering into a grant funding agreement with English Cities Fund 

(ECF) for the provision of onward funding of the maximum sum of £180,766 in relation 

to the above funding, to enable them to work with their transport consultants to develop 

the proposals. 

4. Provides delegated authority to the Strategic Director Place, City Solicitor and Chief 

Finance Officer to negotiate and finalise the detailed financial, commercial and 

contractual arrangements in respect of the proposed onward grant from the Council to 

English Cities Fund. 

5. Authorises the City Solicitor to enter into and complete all necessary agreements or 

documents to give effect to the above recommendations. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Transport for Greater Manchester have secured £2.87m of revenue funding from the 
Department for Transport’s 2021/22 Local Authority Capability Fund. Of this funding, Salford 
has secured £180,766 to develop active travel proposals for the Frederick Road corridor, which 
will build on the recent successful Levelling Up Funding secured to deliver Salford Rise. Once 
this feasibility and design work is complete, the Council will be in a position to bid for future 
capital funds to deliver the Frederick Road enhancements.  
 
In order to draw down the funding, grant funding agreements are required between the Council 

and TfGM and between the Council and the English Cities Fund, who will develop the Fredrick 
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Road proposals with their transport consultants. 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

Report of Strategic Director for Place to The City Mayor’s Property and Regeneration Briefing 

on 12TH April 2021 – Levelling Up Fund Salford Rise. 

Report of Strategic Director for Place to The City Mayor’s Property and Regeneration Briefing 

on 25TH January 2021 – Approval of the Crescent Development Framework 2021. 

Report of Strategic Director for Place to The City Mayor’s Property and Regeneration Briefing 

on 8TH November 2021 – Salford Crescent - Funding to support Crescent Innovation District. 

 

KEY DECISION: NO 

 

DETAILS: 
1.0  Department for Transport’s 2021/22 Local Authority Capability Fund  

   
1.1  The Local Authority Capability Fund supports the commitment made in Gear 

Change, the Prime Minister’s Cycling and Walking Plan in July 2020, to increase 

the capabilities of Local Authorities to plan good active travel infrastructure, 

including building more expertise and undertaking more evidence-based planning. 

   
1.2  The DfT expects that the funding will be used for interventions and activities which 

support the funding objectives including the development of infrastructure projects 

that promote increased levels of physical activity through walking and cycling and 

supporting access to new and existing employment, education and training  

through walking and cycling. 

   
1.3  The Crescent Development Framework was approved by the Council in April 

2021, and sets out proposals to create the Crescent innovation Zone, which has 

potential to deliver over 1million sqft of new commercial and innovation floorspace 

over the next 10+ years via a partnership between the City Council, English Cities 

Fund and University of Salford. The Framework also sets out proposals for a 

range of sustainable transport improvements across the area, to promote active 

travel and reduce use of the private car.   

   
1.4  The Council recently secured Levelling Up Funding of £13.17m to deliver Salford 

Rise, a catalyst public realm and connectivity project within the Crescent 

Innovation District. The wider proposals developed by the partners, as set out in 

the Crescent Development Framework include significant walking and cycling 

infrastructure enhancements to the Frederick Road corridor. The proposals were 

not included within the Levelling Up bid, due to the bids focus on regeneration, 

rather than transport. But the partners are eager to continue to develop the 
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Frederick Road proposals, in readiness for future opportunities to secure capital 

funding for their delivery.  

   
1.5  With the above in mind, a successful bid was made to the Capability Fund for the 

Frederick road project, given its clear alignment with the objectives of the fund, 

and authority is now sought to prepare the necessary grant funding agreements 

to enable the funding to be drawn down.  

   
2.0  ECF Onward Grant Funding Agreement 

   
2.1  As the Council’s appointed delivery partner within Salford Crescent, ECF have 

commenced design work in respect of the Frederick Road corridor and the 
Capability Funding secured will be onward funded to ECF to support the costs 
incurred.  

   
2.2  It is therefore proposed that the Council will enter into an onward grant funding 

agreement for £180,766 with ECF which passes on the Council’s obligations for 
the Capability Funding secured, as set out above 

   
3.0  Recommendation  

   
3.1  It is recommended that the Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable 

Development: 

 
1. Notes Transport for Greater Manchester’s allocation to Salford City 

Council of £180,766 funding secured from The Department for Transport’s 

(DfT’s) Capability Fund. The funding will be used to develop active travel 

infrastructure proposals for the Frederick Road corridor.  

2. Provides delegated authority to the Strategic Director Place, City Solicitor 

and Chief Finance Officer to negotiate and finalise the detailed financial, 

commercial and contractual arrangements in respect of the proposed 

grant to the Council. 

3. Approves the Council entering into a grant funding agreement with English 

Cities Fund (ECF) for the provision of onward funding of the maximum sum 

of £180,766 in relation to the above funding, to enable them to work with 

their transport consultants to develop the proposals. 

4. Provides delegated authority to the Strategic Director Place, City Solicitor 

and Chief Finance Officer to negotiate and finalise the detailed financial, 

commercial and contractual arrangements in respect of the proposed 

onward grant from the Council to English Cities Fund. 

5. Authorises the City Solicitor to enter into and complete all necessary 

agreements or documents to give effect to the above recommendations. 

 

 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  

Crescent Development Framework (January 2021). 
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EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: 

The Frederick Road corridor forms part of the Salford Crescent Development Framework, for 

which a community impact assessment has previously been prepared and approved.    

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low 

In relation to the grant allocation, the obligations will be transferred to ECF via a back-to-back 

legal agreement.  It is considered low risk that the Council will not be able to meet the terms 

of the grant funding agreement, given its partnership with ECF and discussions between the 

Council, ECF and the funder to date.   

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Lauren Armstrong.   

Date provided: 10/12/21 

 
The report refers to utilising funding from TfGM of £180,766. Use of this funding must comply 

with any conditions applicable to these funding streams (if any). Legal shall be happy to advise 

on any proposed grant funding agreement between the Council and DfT or TfGM in relation to 

the Capability Fund.  

As always, if the funding is subject to conditions, then it is important that the Council complies 

with the terms of the grant funding agreement (in particular ensuring that the fund is only used 

for eligible expenditure and any timescales around expenditure and reporting) are adhered 

too. Otherwise the Council may be at risk of the funder seeking clawback of the funding for 

failure to comply. 

Legal can draft a suitable ‘back to back’ agreement with English Cities Fund in respect of the 

total grant funding of £180,766. Legal can advise on whether this should either be a variation 

to an existing Grant Funding Agreement recently agreed with ECF, or a new grant agreement 

(but with similar terms). This agreement needs to flow down any key obligations on the Council 

under the any Grant Funding Agreement with DfT/TfGM in relation to the Capability Fund, in 

addition to any Council-specific provisions around use of the funding and intended outcomes, 

to ensure that the grant is used for the purposes intended and protect the Counc il’s position 

insofar as possible. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Natalie Birchall Tel 793 2316 

Date provided: 10/12/21 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the grant funding arrangements to develop 

active travel infrastructure proposals for the Frederick Road corridor, which falls within the area 

covered by the Crescent Development Framework.   

Approval is required to enter into a grant funding agreement with ECF for the receipt of a 

maximum sum of £180,766 in relation to funding secured from the Department for Transport’s 

Capability Fund and this report seeks this approval.  
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PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Deborah Derbyshire.  Tel 686 6244 

Date provided: 10/12/21 

 
There are no procurement implications as the report is seeking approval of grant funding 
contributing to the Salford Crescent Development Framework, once approved these funding 
obligations will be transferred to English Cities Fund (the Council’s procured developer partner 
for the Crescent area, who were appointed following a competitive dialogue procurement 
exercise) via a back to back agreement.  

 

HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: n/a 

There are no HR implications arising from this proposal.  

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Dan Welsh 

The proposals set out in this report relate to design and development of proposals for 

sustainable, active travel infrastructure within the Crescent Development Framework area. The 

development of these proposals will explore the approach to sustainable design and form the 

basis of future capital bids to deliver sustainable active travel infrastructure, enhancing 

pedestrian and cycling connectivity in the area, in line with the sustainability objectives set out 

in the adopted Crescent Development Framework.  

 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 

Not applicable

 

CONTACT OFFICERS:    

Lee Evans, Transport Engineer 

 

Chris Smith, Head of Infrastructure 

Currently working from home and available 

via email lee.evans.@salford.gov.uk and MS 

Teams  

Currently working from home and available 

via email chris.smith@salford.gov.uk and MS 

Team

 

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: Pendleton & Charlestown 

mailto:lee.evans.@salford.gov.uk
mailto:chris.smith@salford.gov.uk

